


This introduction to autism will 

provide general knowledge about autism 
spectrum disorders, offering a parent/
practitioner’s perspective describing how 
autism impacts living and learning. The 
main issues related to autism including the 
development of language and communica-
tion, socialization, and sensory considera-
tions will be presented. This day is designed 
for participants with limited background in 
autism or for those who would like a re-
fresher.  Current resources and effective 
interventions will be discussed. 
 

This day will focus 

on Evidence-Based Practices and resources 
that are available to educators, parents, 
and anyone in the community interested in 
learning about autism or how to work with 
individuals with autism spectrum disorders. 
Currently there are 24 Evidence-Based 
Practices that are available for FREE  to an-
yone for professional development purpos-
es. These resources are the result of the 
work by the National Professional Develop-
ment Center on Autism Spectrum Disorders.  
This day will provide participants with an 
opportunity to review these resources and 
identify specific resources that are most 
relevant to their work with individuals with 
autism spectrum disorders. 
 

This day 

will focus on addressing challenging behaviors 
through completion of Functional Behavioral 
Assessments for students with autism spec-
trum disorders. Practical ideas  related to be-
havioral supports and services will be shared 
as well. This day will also focus on conducting 
quality educational evaluations for students 
suspected of having autism. Differences be-
tween the medical diagnosis and educational 
impairment will be presented along with creat-
ing a comprehensive IEP team to conduct ex-
ceptional evaluations. Additionally, instruction 
will be provided related to creating  quality 
IEP’s. 

The 

emphasis on this day will focus on the use of an 
Evidence-Based Practice called Peer Mediated 
Instruction and Intervention.  PMII can be used 
to increase socialization and academic learning 
of students with autism spectrum disorders. 
Current research related to Peer Supports will 
be shared along with practical implementation 
examples from the Bonduel School District’s 
involvement in the National Professional Devel-
opment Center on Autism Spectrum Disorders 
project.  A student panel will be present to an-
swer questions about how autism affects them 
in their living and learning. Assistive Technology 
for students with autism will be discussed and 
shared. Come see how iPads, iPods, Kindles, 
laptop computers, Smart Pens and other low 
and high tech programs can be used to work 
with individuals with autism spectrum disorders.  


